[Laparoscopy in differential internal medicine diagnosis].
Diagnostic laparoscopy has still important implications in the differential diagnosis of numerous diseases despite the impact of non invasive imaging procedures. One of the most important indication, besides chronic liver diseases, is staging of malignancies. Laparoscopy improves considerably the predictability whether a distal carcinoma of the esophagus, or a stomach cancer or a pancreatic carcinoma can be resected. Laparoscopy is unbeaten in diagnosing peritoneal metastases. Thus, laparoscopy prevents unnecessary explorative laparotomies. Regarding tumor staging, a comparison is mandatory between minilaparoscopy, conventional laparoscopy in analgosedation performed by the gastroenterologist and laparoscopy in intubation anesthesia performed by the surgeon immediately before planned laparotomy. The significance of minilaparoscopy especially regarding chronic liver diseases and correct diagnosis of liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma in cirrhosis will certainly increase. Laparoscopy remains to be an important diagnostic tool in diseases of unknown causes, i.e. fever of unknown origin. Laparoscopic sonography is the most sensitive method to detect small liver tumors, such as metastases or multilocular hepatocellular carcinoma.